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PROCLAIMING THE STATE OF NE-

VADA RECOGNIZE DR. HEATH 
MORRISON’S ACCOMPLISHMENT 
AS THE 2012 NATIONAL SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE YEAR, AS 
AWARDED BY THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMIN-
ISTRATORS ON FEBRUARY 16, 
2012 

HON. MARK E. AMODEI 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Heath Morrison as the 2012 Na-
tional Superintendent of the Year award win-
ner at the American Association of School Ad-
ministrator’s National Conference on Edu-
cation on February 16, 2012, in Houston, 
Texas. 

Dr. Morrison came to the Washoe County 
School District in 2009 after serving as a com-
munity superintendent in Montgomery County 
Public Schools in Maryland. Prior to serving as 
superintendent, he served as a middle and 
high school principal and a teacher in Charles 
County, Maryland. Dr. Morrison holds a Ph.D. 
in Educational Policy and Planning, a Masters 
of Educational Administration from the Univer-
sity of Maryland, and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Government from the College of William and 
Mary. 

The American Association of School Admin-
istrators bases its selection of Superintendent 
of the Year on four criteria: leadership in 
learning, communication, professionalism, and 
community involvement. Dr. Morrison led the 
development and implementation of the Dis-
trict’s five-year strategic plan to enhance the 
quality of education for the District’s 63,000 
students and to reduce the dropout rate. With 
his leadership, between 2009 and 2011, the 
Washoe County School District’s graduation 
rate jumped from 56 percent to 70 percent 
across all student groups. This was due in no 
small part to Dr. Morrison’s commitment to go 
door-to-door, finding children who have 
dropped out of school or are regularly truant 
and working with them to return. He has also 
established a Parent University to engage par-
ents in their children’s education and created 
the Community Compact, a program that in-
volves the local community in the success of 
its students. Washoe County has also 
achieved significant test score gains, has nar-
rowed the achievement gap in many subject 
areas, and has made great strides to ensure 
all students graduate ready to pursue college 
and highly skilled careers during his tenure. 
Dr. Morrison truly lives out the school district’s 
motto of ‘‘Every child, by name and face, to 
graduation.’’ 

Other awards and honors received by Dr. 
Morrison include the 2012 Leadership through 
Communication Award from the American As-
sociation of School Administrators, the Na-
tional School Public Relations Association, 
and Blackboard Connect, as well as the Dis-
tinguished Educational Leader Award from the 
Washington Post. 

I know that my fellow Nevadans and I be-
lieve the selection of Dr. Heath Morrison as 
the American Association of School Adminis-
trators 2012 National Superintendent of the 

Year is a fitting recognition of his many ac-
complishments as the Superintendent of 
Washoe County School District. Educators sig-
nificantly and permanently influence the lives 
of our children. Dr. Morrison’s vision and lead-
ership in the Washoe County Schools illus-
trates that when parents, teachers, and the 
local community all work together, there is 
nothing they cannot accomplish. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask that my colleagues join me in praising 
the accomplishments of Dr. Heath Morrison 
and recognizing his actions to be an exem-
plary model for all those teaching America’s 
youth today. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF MI-
CRON TECHNOLOGY CEO STEVE 
APPLETON 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life and accomplishments of 
Micron Technology Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer Steve Appleton, who died in an 
aircraft accident on February 3, 2012. 

Mr. Appleton, 51, began his career at Mi-
cron Technology in 1983 working the nightshift 
on the company’s chip fabrication line. As was 
the case with many of Mr. Appleton’s pursuits, 
his work for Micron Technology was tireless 
and done with a steadfast devotion to the 
highest levels of performance. Mr. Appleton 
quickly climbed through the ranks of a highly 
competitive corporate structure at Micron 
Technology. He was named chairman, CEO 
and president at age 34, making him the third 
youngest CEO of a Fortune 500 company at 
the time. 

Under his leadership, Micron Technology 
grew to over 23,000 employees in 20 coun-
tries, producing annual revenues of $8.9 bil-
lion. The company employs more than 1,800 
Virginians, and the work performed at its 
Prince William County facility has helped 
make semiconductors the Commonwealth’s 
largest manufactured export. His efforts 
earned him the recognition of his industry col-
leagues. In 2011, Mr. Appleton received the 
Robert N. Noyce Award, the highest honor be-
stowed by the Semiconductor Industry Asso-
ciation. 

Mr. Appleton is described by friends and 
family as a fierce competitor who valued per-
sonal relationships. For a CEO of a Fortune 
500 company who remained on a first name 
basis with many of his employees, this bal-
ance was second nature to Mr. Appleton. In 
his limited spare time, he became an accom-
plished pilot and motocross racer. He is sur-
vived by his wife and four children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in extending our condolences to Steve Ap-
pleton’s friends, family and colleagues at Mi-
cron Technology Inc. They have lost an in-
credibly talented and devoted leader. Mr. Ap-
pleton’s achievements cannot be overstated. 
He always strived to be the best. 

PROTECTING INVESTMENT IN OIL 
SHALE THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL, ENERGY, 
AND RESOURCE SECURITY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3408) to set clear 
rules for the development of United States 
oil shale resources, to promote shale tech-
nology research and development, and for 
other purposes: 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, like a broken, 
outdated record player, with this legislation the 
Republican Majority in the House shows itself 
to be out of touch with America’s energy 
needs and energy future. The Congress 
should be encouraging innovation in our en-
ergy sector and natural resource preservation. 
Instead, H.R. 3408 shirks environmental stew-
ardship and ignores all lessons from past drill-
ing and spill related disasters. Almost two 
years after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill dis-
aster there are still no new safety measures or 
reforms in place to prevent and mitigate a fu-
ture catastrophe. Rather than meaningful ef-
forts to prevent loss of life and loss of habitat, 
the Republican Majority chooses to open up 
nearly every coastline of the U.S. for develop-
ment of oil and gas drilling. 

This bill threatens our nation’s most pristine 
wilderness, the beautiful Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge. Opening this area to oil and gas 
drilling is not projected to lower gas prices in 
the near future or by any significant amount— 
less than two cents per gallon 20 years from 
now. But this is not the only area that would 
be opened up for offshore drilling under this 
bill. The Majority wants to mandate that broad 
swaths of the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf coasts 
be made available for drilling leases. I thank 
my colleague in the New York Delegation, Mr. 
BISHOP, for his amendment that would prevent 
oil and gas leases in the Northeast region. If 
I had been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on the Amendment 12 offered by Mr. DEUTCH. 

The grievances continue. The Majority re-
peats itself by again attempting to force ap-
proval of the Keystone XL pipeline. Through-
out the 112th Congress they have refused to 
allow for a thorough review and study by the 
State Department. Seeking to direct the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission to ap-
prove the pipeline within 30 days without con-
ditions is wholly irresponsible and does noth-
ing to ensure the safety and security of work-
ers, residents, and communities impacted by 
the pipeline. 

The Republican Majority has tried to say 
opening up these lands to drillings will pay for 
a transportation package but that is false. This 
legislation would cover less than one percent 
of the overall cost of their transportation pro-
posal. 

For reasons listed above, I oppose this mis-
guided and dangerous legislation. 
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